Medical Decision Making (MDM) is entering a new era with its adoption of Rapid Review ® , a totally electronic online system for manuscript submission and tracking. Over the past few years, authors, reviewers and editors have increasingly relied on electronic communication for the peer-review process, and more recently, publishers have increasingly used electronic methods for production.
The requirement to submit at least one printed copy of a manuscript, which we have continued until now, is based on the concern that formatting of text may not be identical on the authors' and reviewers' systems. However, newer methods, in particular Adobe's portable document format (PDF), have enabled a document to appear the same on all systems. With this ability, the need to transmit paper has been eliminated.
Rapid Review ® , a product of Cadmus, is an end-toend manuscript submission and tracking system. Authors are able to upload manuscripts directly to the system. Documents in a variety of common formats are converted automatically to the Adobe PDF format, which makes them universally portable to all users. When a manuscript is submitted electronically, the Rapid Review ® system automatically notifies the editorial office. The editor can then assign reviewers within the system, and the reviewers will automatically be notified by e-mail that they are being requested to review the article. If they agree, the system will make the manuscript available to them for download. Finally, after they complete the review, it can be uploaded and will automatically be routed back to the editor. Com-munication of editorial decisions to authors will then be carried out electronically.
The Rapid Review ® system includes a database of reviewers which will permit smarter matching of manuscripts to reviewers' areas of interest. Authors will be able to inquire online about the progress of the review of their manuscripts. The system has security features that will limit distribution of documents to authorized parties. Use of the system will not be mandatory. Authors and reviewers who do not wish to use the system can still participate using traditional methods. Of course, the journal will continue to be printed and distributed on paper in addition to electronic publishing.
The benefits to MDM and authors are many. We will not incur the expense and labor necessary to keep a separate database of manuscripts and reviewers. Automated routing will eliminate many of the delays in communicating submissions, requests for review, return of reviews, and editorial decisions. The MDM editorial office will save money for postage, paper, and telephone charges needed for faxes. The Rapid Review ® system is being provided to our publisher, Sage Science Press, at no charge to SMDM because of the great benefits it produces. I believe that adopting the system will greatly improve the service that the editorial office is able to offer authors, SMDM, and the community of our readers. The system may be viewed and used at www.RapidReview.com. Revised submission instructions for authors are available at www. SageSciencePress.com. 
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